














Part E — Right to Examine Goods Subject to
Customs Control Under Section 186 of the Act

What is this?

Goods are under “Customs control” in a number of situations as set out in Section 30
of the Act. This includes where goods are in a Depot or Warehouse or conditions for
import or export have not been satisfied.

In these cases where goods are subject to Customs control, Customs are provided
with a general right to examine those goods subject to Section 186 of the Act.

What can Customs Do?

Note that this is only a general power. There are other more specific powers mentioned
elsewhere depending on the nature of the goods or their whereabouts.

Customs can do a number of tasks:

* Examine the goods

* Have the goods removed to another place for examination

* Do anything reasonably necessary to permit the examination of the goods
*  Open packing and packages

e Use x-ray or ion scanning equipment to scan the goods

e Test or analyse goods

e Measure or count the goods

* Read documents where they are the goods

¢ Use dogs to examine

¢ Copy documents or take extracts

Recommended response

You should remember that this power applies to places of Customs control. Persons

should observe the directions of Customs as Customs could return with a warrant to

search or seize the goods. Failure to co-operate could also compromise any licence |
issued by Customs.

There is a difficulty in that there is no warrant, so you need to ascertain the basis for
the entry by Customs. Having established that basis then co-operate and call for help!
Contact details for CBFCA and Hunt & Hunt Lawyers are on the back cover. You
should make a careful note of the steps and actions undertaken by Customs.
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